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Submission to the Parliament of New South Wales Inquiry into the impact of the Western 
Harbour Tunnel and Beaches Link 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

 

The Northbridge Progress Association (NPA) is a 100-year-old, not-for-profit, 
volunteer association which advocates on behalf of Northbridge to preserve or 
improve for its residents, the amenity and environment of the suburb. 
Northbridge is a strong community with over 6300 residents, proud of the 
physical attractions of our peninsular suburb and indigenous heritage.  

 

The NPA is making this submission to the Inquiry because the Western Harbour Tunnel and 
Beaches Link project is of great interest to our members. Given the proposed design and 
tunnel path for the Beaches Link, the construction timeline and the overarching risk profile 
of this major infrastructure project, the potential impact on the residents and environment 
of Northbridge during and post construction is significant and undeniable.  

In March 2021, the NPA made a submission to the New South Wales Government in 
response to its Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) published in December 2020, in which 
we objected to the project proposal and provided a number of recommendations to help 
address community concerns. The key elements of our submission address a number of the 
points in the Inquiry's Terms of Reference. These include particularly: 

 the impact on the environment, including marine ecosystems; 
 the adequacy of processes for accessing and responding to noise, vibration and 

other impacts on residents, during construction and operationally;  
 the impact of the project on nearby public sites, 
 the consultation methods and effectiveness, both with affected communities and 

stakeholders; and 
 whether the project is subject to the appropriate levels of transparency and 

accountability.  

Attached please find the NPA's detailed recommendations on the EIS, which we have 
provided in our submission to the NSW Government and have aligned to the Inquiry's Terms 
of Reference.  
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In developing the key points of our submission, the NPA held a Special General Meeting in 
February, at which Transport for NSW attended and responded to local concerns. Our 
submission outlined clear, actionable initiatives our community expects the Government to 
adopt to mitigate the impacts on Northbridge, should the project proceed. Since then, we 
have also held meetings with Government entities and stakeholders to discuss possible 
approaches to mitigating concerns, which have been very constructive. 

In assessing the EIS for the Beaches Link, we took particular note of the NSW Parliament - 
Upper House Public, Accountability Committee Inquiry into the impact of the WestConnex 
project. We acknowledge that major infrastructure projects take into account broader 
considerations for Greater Sydney; however, Northbridge residents should not be required 
to shoulder a disproportionate share of the costs and risks of this project. The WestConnex 
Inquiry report’s findings are aligned with the general concerns of the Northbridge 
community.    

To meet community expectations, the NPA recommends that a number of the relevant 
recommendations from the WestConnex inquiry should be adopted and implemented in full 
for Beaches Link in order to minimise the impacts for the residents of Northbridge. In 
particular, we support the WestConnex report’s focus on:   

 achieving greater transparency in delivering major infrastructure projects; 
 improving community consultation and complaints handling; and 
 addressing construction impacts and preserving community amenities. 

The general concerns of the Northbridge community, as outlined in the attachment, are 
centered around: 

 existing contaminated landfill at Flat Rock Gully 
 bushland preservation 
 construction traffic  
 noise and vibration impacts to residents 
 air and water quality impacts 
 access and amenity 
 property impacts. 

 
Our submission includes specific recommendations on important matters for our 
community including bushland rehabilitation, compensation for local organisations 
particularly impacted by the project, protection of aboriginal heritage and the scope of 
property pre-assessments.  
 
Our community has highlighted the importance of transparency and accountability of 
government throughout this project, consistent with the Inquiry's Terms of Reference.  This 
must include arrangements for ongoing monitoring and consultation to manage risks, 
mitigate impacts and ensure effective communication with the community through the 
construction and operational period. We have expressed clear expectations that material 
changes on key issues that impact the community e.g. deterioration in air quality above 
threshold levels; noise during construction above agreed thresholds; water quality changes 
that materially impact the use of Middle Harbour, are communicated to the public in a 
timely manner.  
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We recommend the performance of the construction project in identified key risk areas is 
communicated regularly in accessible formats, such as dashboard information presented in 
public community areas and online, in order to inform and engage the community.  
 
Given the location of the proposed tunnel directly beneath the Northbridge peninsula, we 
have significant concerns about the potential for water-table drawdown leading to 
subsidence and property damage, as has been experienced by property owners affected by 
other tunnelling projects, notably WestConnex. Proactive and comprehensive measures to 
ensure adequate monitoring and compensation for any property damage are essential to 
provide assurance to Northbridge residents. 
 
We recommend that the NSW Government monitor and publicly report on the new 
Community Complaints Mediator for the project to ensure that the improvements being 
sought regarding community engagement and complaints handling are achieved.  
 
Finally, consistent with the recent request  by the NSW Department of Planning, Industry 
and Environment to the Project Team, we support consideration of alternative locations to 
the dive site proposed for Flat Rock Gully. Community consultation will be key in exploring 
alternatives. 
 
Should the Beaches Link proceed, the NPA strongly believes the NSW Government needs to 
address our concerns and recommendations to ensure community expectations are met.  
The NPA are committed to advocating for our community through this project assessment 
and have set up a sub-committee skilled with government regulatory experience at the 
highest level, legal, accounting, community engagement and external environmental 
management advisory support.  
 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
 
Rachel Hill 
President 
Northbridge Progress Association 
PO Box 357 
Northbridge. NSW. 2063 
 
 
 
Attachment: Detailed NPA recommendations aligned to Inquiry Terms of Reference 
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To appreciate the beauty of our area and the time we invest into our community please visit 
Northbridge.202 
 

 

  


