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Northbridge Progress Association Inc. 
 

Minutes of the Special General Meeting of Members held on Wednesday 24th February 
2021 at Northbridge Golf Club commencing at 7.45 pm to consider the Association’s draft 
submission to the Beaches Link and Warringah Freeway Upgrade Environmental Impact 

Statement 
 

1. Attendance: 
As per online registrations which gave priority to registered members and included others 
who attended and had not registered. 
 
Apologies: Deanna Rose, Fiona Daunt. 

 
1. Conflicts of Interest 
No declared conflicts of interest 

 

Welcome 
 
Association President, Rachel Blazey Hill welcomed members and other interested people to 
the special members meeting to discuss the approach the Association’s committee has 
developed prior to finalizing a submission to the NSW Government on the Environmental 
Impact Statement on the Beaches Link and Warringah Freeway Upgrade (EIS) 
 
Grant Sheldon, member of the Association’s committee gave an acknowledgement of 
country. 
 
The President invited Association Treasurer, John Chase to the front to assist her with the 
presentation and outlined the purpose which was to present to members the Association’s 
approach to the EIS submission due on 1st March 2021 and confirm the directions as 
explained at the meeting. 
 
The President outlined the agenda for the meeting which was: 
1. Welcome and introduction 
2. Q & A with representatives of the NSW Department of Transport 
3. Questions from the floor 
4. Presentation of the Association’s draft submission 
5. Q & A from the floor 
6. Summary of outcomes and close 
 
The President informed the meeting that the Association had decided to represent the 
views of members on behalf of the Association which was recognized by Willoughby Council 
and the NSW Government under its Constitution whilst also working with the Federation of 
Willoughby Progress Associations, a community organisation also recognized by Willoughby 
Council.  
 
The President acknowledged there are a diversity of views about the EIS and that other 
community groups and residents are also preparing submissions. 
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The President introduced officers from the NSW Department of Transport who are involved 
in the EIS, and who appeared via video to the meeting. 
 
A list of prepared questions had been provided by the Association to the Department of 
Transport officers who proceeded to answer those questions which were outside of 
prepared Q & A fact sheets or where specific clarification pertaining to the Northbridge 
corridor was required. 
 
Members and other meeting attendees were invited to text additional questions to the 
President’s mobile phone and most of these questions were asked at the conclusion of the 
prepared questions. 
 
The President thanked the officers from the NSW Department of Transport for participating 
in the meeting and for responding to the issues and concerns raised by the community. 
 
The officers from the NSW Department of Transport left the meeting at 8.20pm 
 
The President advised the meeting that the Association’s approach is informed by feedback 
from the NSW Department of Transport that the most effective way to be heard is to state 
whether the submission is for or against the EIS outlining the issues of concern and what 
recommendations are made for Government to consider. 
 
The President confirmed that the Association would be objecting to the Beaches Link as 
described in the EIS. 
 
The President invited the Association’s Treasurer to speak to the slides outlining the main 
concerns highlighted by the Association’s committee which are: 
 
1. Existing contamination landfill 
2. Bushland preservation 
3. Construction traffic 
4. Noise and vibrations 
5. Air and water quality 
6. Access and amenity 
7. Property impacts 
8. Transparency and accountability 
 
The Treasurer advised these concerns are centered around: 
 

• Flat Rock drive temporary construction site 

• Middle Harbour temporary construction site 

• Northbridge Corridor (pre and post construction) 
 
In presenting these concerns, the President acknowledged the wider context of the EIS and 
the Beaches Link Tunnel and associated upgrades to the Warringah Freeway and expected 
benefits for Greater Sydney and the concerns of many people in Northbridge about the 
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impact before, during and after construction of such a large infrastructure project based on 
the experience of communities where other large infrastructure projects had occurred. 
 
The Treasurer spoke to slides addressing each of these concerns and the risks associated 
with each issue including likely impacts, referencing the EIS, and recommendations the 
Association is seeking the Government to agree to for inclusion in the contract for the 
selected contractors as conditions of consent. 
 
The President then invited questions from the floor which included a range of comments, 
opinions and questions reflecting the concerns addressed and the complexity of these for 
community organisations and individuals. 
 
The President summarised the Association’s approach to the EIS submission, indicating that 
the strength of opinion voiced at the meeting conveyed the concern in the community 
about this significant project.  
 
The President advised the meeting that an online survey would be emailed after the 
meeting to all registered members and others who had provided email addresses seeking 
feedback about the, the Association’s presentation and approach to the EIS submission. 
 
The President thanked members and invited those in attendance who were not members to 
join up, details of which would be emailed after the meeting. 
 
The President also advised the meeting of the regular General Meetings for members held 
at Northbridge Gold Club throughout the year that in 2021 are March 31st, June 23rd, 
September 22nd November 24th (AGM). 
 
The meeting closed at 9.30 pm 
 
 
Next Meeting: The next General Meeting of Members will be held on Wednesday 31st 
March 2021 at Northbridge Golf Club, 7.30 pm arrival for 7.45 pm start. 
 
 
Gillian McFee 
Secretary 
Northbridge Progress Association 
13 March 2021 


