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Northbridge Progress Association Inc. 
 

Minutes of the Quarterly General Meeting of Members held on Wednesday 31st March 
2021 at Northbridge Golf Club commencing at 7.45 pm  

 
1. Attendance: 
As per online registrations and those who signed in attendance book. 
 
Apologies:  
Mayor Gail Giles Gidney 

 
1. Conflicts of Interest 
No declared conflicts of interest 

 

1. Welcome 
NPA President, Rachel Blazey Hill welcomed everyone to the General Meeting of Members 
and introduced Committee member, Grant Sheldon to deliver an Acknowledgement of 
Country. 
 
2. President’s Address 
 
Rachel outlined four topics for discussion: 
 

✓ NPAs submission in response to the Beaches Link EIS – lodged successfully 
✓ Website and system improvements - complete 
✓ Northbridge Local Centre Strategy - ‘Our Future Northbridge’ – community 

engagement strategy underway 
✓ Response to DA for Willoughby Leisure Centre swimming pool hall upgrade – 

being prepared 
 
2.1 Beaches Link EIS Submission. 
Rachel acknowledged the 100+ people who attended the Special Meeting of the NPA 
Membership on Wednesday 24th February 2021 to discuss the Committee’s approach to 
preparing the submission to the Environmental Impact Statement for the Beaches Link and 
Western Harbour Tunnel upgrade. The attendance reflected the concerns people had about 
these major infrastructure projects and feedback from the meeting and comments during 
the meeting, helped the Committee finalise the submission and lodge it on behalf of the 
NPA Membership by the due date of 1st March 2021. Rachel noted the strong support 
received from the meeting as well as feedback after the meeting, about how the NPA 
Committee had approached the submission. Rachel acknowledged the diversity of views in 
the community as well as strong concerns held around the impacts on Northbridge based on 
information provided in the EIS and responses from the NSW Government officials to 
questions raised by the NPA Committee on behalf of its membership. 
 
Rachel outlined Insights from the work undertaken by the NPA Committee around the NPA 
submission in response to the Beaches Link EIS. Rachel particularly noted for members: 
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a) Thanks to community feedback that legitimised the concerns the Committee had around 
the impact of the Beaches Link on Northbridge with reference to experiences from the 
WestConnect project. This community feedback received at the Special Members meeting 
and discussed after the meeting, strengthened the NPA’s position to oppose the EIS. 
 
b) Acknowledgement of the team effort involved in preparing the submission including by 
the whole committee in attending additional special meetings and reading the EIS and 
planning the approach. Special acknowledgement of the contributions made by Rachel, 
Matt, Heidi and John who together, wrote and edited the submission.   
 
c) The Association’s submission opposed the EIS and addressed the following concerns to 
support this position: 

▪ Existing contaminated landfill 
▪ Bushland preservation 
▪ Noise and vibrations 
▪ Construction traffic 
▪ Air and water quality 
▪ Access and amenity  
▪ Property impacts 

 
d) Following lodgement of the submission, the NPA Committee has made sure our 
submission was received by Transport for NSW, our Local Member & Premier, The Hon. 
Gladys Berejiklian, relevant MPs (i.e., planning, transport, health & environment), 
Willoughby City Council (WCC), Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), local 
associations/clubs and the Northbridge community. 
 
e) We have received confirmation of receipt from all these stakeholders and an invitation to 
meet with Minister for Planning & Public Spaces, The Hon. Rob Stokes’ Project Lead for 
Beaches Link. This meeting will take place in April. 
 
f) The Association via its Committee will continue to communicate with our community as 
new information comes to hand. This will occur on the NPA website, in the 202 and in email 
broadcasts to members. 
 
g) Thank you to those that became members during this process and for supporting the 
efforts of the NPA.  
 
 
2.2 Website and system improvements  
 
The NPA’s website has been refreshed with vast improvements including automated 
membership and financial management systems built in to enable the Association to engage 
more closely with members. 
 
Some features of the website include: 
 
Official launch of NPA website – www.northbridgepa.com.au 

http://www.northbridgepa.com.au/
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▪ New email addresses and logo’s 
▪ president@northbridgepa.com.au 
▪ secretary@northbridgepa.com.au 
▪ treasurer@northbridgepa.com.au 
▪ info@northbridgepa.com.au 
▪ Tabs explaining the role of the NPA, Special Projects and Membership 

information including an embedded link to join. 
▪ Special features available to Members only including access to special 

meetings and past and current 202 newsletters. 
▪ Links from the website to Social media – Facebook | Twitter |Instagram 

 
3. Presentations from Sailors Bay Ward Councilors 
 
The President introduced Councilor Denis Fernandez, a Sailors Bay Ward Councilor to speak 
on behalf of Mayor Gail Giles Gidney on an overview of the Council’s submission to the 
Beaches Link EIS. The meeting noted the issues covered by the Council’s submission and the 
alignment with concerns included in the NPA’s submission. The meeting also noted the 
Council’s decision, in light of the issues raised in their submission, to object to the Beaches 
Link EIS. 
 
Issues of concern raised by Councilor Fernandez included: 
 

• The complexity of the subject matter involved and difficulties this presents for 
communities and people without the technical knowledge and experience required 
to assess the contents of the EIS that exceeded 12,000 pages covering 74 issues. 

• The Council’s submission concentrated on 11 of these issues including: 
o The impact particularly on waterfront houses from 6 months of pile driving 

and related dust and noise. 
o Potential for subsidence on people’s homes in defined areas 
o Ground water damage and related impacts 
o Adequacy of provisions in the EIS, including compensation for dilapidation 

reports and remediation 
o Arrangements for an independent Property Expert 
o The impacts on Middle Harbour arising from the two Coffer dams and 

potential disturbance of contaminants on the sea floor 
o Damage to foreshore and bushland associated with Flat Rock Gully including 

traffic congestion and movements to and from the Dive Site. 
 
The President welcomed Ward Councilors Hugh Eriksson and Brendon Zhu who addressed 
the meeting about the Council’s COVID Recovery Plan and support for local businesses and 
other investments by Council in Northbridge. The meeting noted: 
 

• $2.8 million funding from WCC to support local businesses in COVD recovery 
including waiving of fees for environmental inspections, and 4 x $25 ‘dine and 
discover vouchers’ for residents of the Willoughby City 

• A Business Forum has been established to enable businesses to have their say on a 
bounce back recovery 

mailto:president@northbridgepa.com.au
mailto:secretary@northbridgepa.com.au
mailto:treasurer@northbridgepa.com.au
mailto:info@northbridgepa.com.au
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• John Elliot has been hired as the economic development manager to work with local 
businesses around their recovery and in future planning post Covid. 

• Council had received NSW Government funding to support the next stage of the 
Strategic Laneways project in Northbridge with works planned at Wonoona 
Road/SBR intersection including footpath improvements. 

• The importance of good fiscal decision making and long-term planning to ensure the 
City continues in a good financial position. 

• Progress towards the opening later in June following completion of works on the 
Men’s Bowling Club building to make way for the Warners Park Community Centre. 

• Cricket pitch upgrades at Northbridge Oval 
 
Rachel thanked Denis, Brendon and Hugh and invited questions from the meeting. 
 
4. Northbridge Local Centre Strategy and Our Future Northbridge Community Survey 
 
 Secretary/Vice-President, Gillian McFee introduced Stephen Blaxland, a Northbridge 
resident and Managing Director of the BN Group to present A “SWOT” – strengths, 
weaknesses, opportunities and threats – of the indicative master plan in the Northbridge 
Local Centre Strategy. 
 
The meeting heard that the Association is working towards seeking community feedback on 
the indicative master plan to incorporate into a Community Brief to Willoughby Council 
outlining community expectations about the future of the Northbridge Town Centre, with 
an expectation this brief will be released prior to the Council’s release of the draft Local 
Environmental Plan (LEP) and supporting development control plans, expected later in the 
year. 
 
Stephen Blaxland presented to the meeting, clarifying that the presentation represented his 
views based on extensive experience in planning and design over many years. The intent of 
the presentation was to spark conversation and questions among the NPA membership 
about how to improve the amenity and enjoyment of people using the public spaces and 
services included in future planning of the Northbridge Town Centre.  
 
Stephen discussed the strengths, weaknesses, opportunities and threats associated with the 
indicative master plan and identified twelve drivers that informed the development of 6 
guiding principles that could be used to assess the efficacy of the final master plan that 
would be enabled by the LEP, once approved. 
 
The 6 guiding principles discussed were: 
 

• Become the heart of the community 

• Transform everyday transactional experiences into meaningful experiences 

• Flexibility and Adaptability 

• Commercially Sustainable 

• Connected 

• Creating a transitional environment (one that enables movement between different 
parts of the centre) 
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Applying these principles, Stephen proposed a number of issues and/or questions the 
community could consider in evaluating the final plan. 
 
The community’s feedback will be sought on these issues in the Our Future Northbridge 
survey. 
 
Rachel thanked Stephen for is ongoing support and guidance to the Association around the 
Local Centre Strategy noting for members that Stephen contributes his time to the NPA on a 
pro bono basis and that the NPA has a small contract with the BN Group, overseen by 
experts other than Stephen to help the Association develop and evaluate the community 
feedback from the survey and prepare the community brief. 
 
 
Next Meeting: The next General Meeting of Members will be held on Wednesday 30 June 
2021 at Northbridge Golf Club, 7.30 pm arrival for 7.45 pm start. 
 
 
Gillian McFee 
Secretary 
Northbridge Progress Association 
Prepared 29th May 2021 


